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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Although the music and our nostalgia of the period want us to believe Hair
is a light play, it is not. The discrepancy between our hopeful idealism and
the reality of the text, it is powerfully ironic. And that irony has
influenced my approach to the play.

Upon hearing that the department was doing Hair, my immediate
thoughts centered around the initial decision to produce the play. I had
concerns that the essence of the play would be lost in the frivolousness of
what we nostalgically remember about the period -- bell bottoms, peace
signs, and easy rider. I was concerned that we wouldn’t look at Hair with
enough consideration for the serious issues the play was exploring at the
time it was written — issues that are still incredibly relevant today.

For me, Hair is a rather dark show. We follow a lonely group of people
who are desperately searching for connection. Unfortunately, the results
are not positive. They do not succeed, neither in the scripted play nor in
reality. It is 1994. Twenty-five years have passed, and we are still
desperately searching. (Perhaps that is the reason Hair will once again be
seen on Broadway.)

The question for me as the director becomes one of how to present the issues
the play raised in the 1960s to an audience in the 1990s. So much has
changed in our society during the last 25 years. The 1990s unfortunately
have become the decade of “Political Correctness.” Instead of reacting to
the issues, we react to the implications that the politically correct or
incorrect statements create. The play Hairis not a product of the 1990s, it is
a product of the 1960s. There is not one thing contained in the whole play
_ that is politically correct -- by the standards of either decade.

The difficulty of producing Hair here in Oneonta is the dilemma created by
our new politically correct outlook and our fear of confronting social,
political, racial, or sexual gender issues that may cause backlash from the
social introspection the play evokes. Social introspection for me, with my
biases, is the whole point of doing theatre in the first place. Concern is
good. These are difficult issues, and they affect us as artists presenting
them. That is why we present them. :
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MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT I

AQUATIUS sovecoscosssscsssassssssssssssassssssnssasssseanaasssnanscensoss ROTMIE and Tribe
DIONAA ccevorsssessnsoscosossssosscsssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssassosssase BErgEr and Tribe
HLaShish sesoccssssscasssssssssssscssssssssssssssssssssscsessssssasssssssassssassosessss | LIDE
SOAOMY ceesensoscessossssssssonassosscanssesssnasssasaasssssassassossaasse VOO and Tribe™
Colored Spade cecsscescossoccssassacs Hud, Berger, Steve, Ronnie, Dionne and Tribe*
Manchester, England ccececesssscosssscsssscnssssssascasanssssesssasoss Claude and Tribe
T BIACK ceeceensaccsscosssssoccosossssssssssssses F1Ud, WoOf, Berger, Claud and Tribe
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Jeanie, Dionne and Crissy™®
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T GOt Life cecssoocosocscosassssssssssssssasssasesssssosasssssssssscassesse lauide and Tribe
Berger and Tribe
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H 21T cacerecscosocssaseososssossoasomssessssssssanssssssssosssses latide, Berger and Tribe
My CONVICHOM covssossssasessssssssssssssssssssssssssssessossssssansavsss MATGALEL Mead*
Sheila Franklin coceccccesescessessssnscososossesssssassosasasssssssanssassosassssssa L LIDE"
Easy t0 be Hard ceeesscecosossssssscssessessosssssssssossossssssssassssssssssonsasss IIEL1A"
HUNG UP cocesnnsancosssossossssansasssssasssssossasssssssassassosssssssssssssssses 1116 BANA"
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Frank MILLS ceeccoccossecnansesocossssssnsssssosassssssssasssssssscasssssssassassassss LISSY"
Be-In (Hara Krishna) ceeecessccesssssssssssssscssssssssssssssssssssassssssasssssassss L LIDE
Where D0 T G0? cecesssaserasessssssaassessossssssasssssassssssssssesssss latide and Tribe

AT 00000000000000000500030900000000000066000060000000005668500
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*Staged by Nyalls Hortman

(There will be one thirteen-minute intermission.)




ACT O

Flectric BIUES 000056000000006000000500000080000060060000000660050000000000005088006005000 4 L10
The Ritual cooccoscsssssosssosesessassosssssasssossssssssssesssasscassasssessssoce 1N€ Band®
Oh Great God 0f POWET covsecesssscsssssssscssssssossssssssssasesssassssosssssssasass L LLDE
Black BOYS cososososocescssssscscscosossssossncsnsossssssoscssssssessanses JeaNi€ and Trio
White BOYS ceosccosonssscscsssossosscssosssscsscssssnsssssoessosassasssscss LIi0NNE andTrio
Walking in Space ..... Dionne, Berger, Steve, Sheila, Jeanie, Ronnie, Hud, Tribe
General Washinglon c.cessosssssscsscascscosssossssssscsssoassssssasssssasasee LNE BAN*
Indian MUSIC ccoosossssssssscsssccssssassssssssssssasssssssosesssosassossnsasases L1E Band®
DTS coocsocnsesisoooconcssesannsansssesssassssessssssssessssassssssssssoossessse L€ BANTY
ALrican DIUMS cocoescossssccscoossessosssssssssssssssesesssessssssssssssossssess 1118 BANAT
Abie, BabVecseoseososcossosscssessossssssassssassssssssessasess Fiid, Dionne and Ronnie®
Buddhists ccoocscocesosossoccossssssssssssscssssssssssssesssssoassessssossssasse L€ BANA®
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What A Piece of Work is Man coeeeeseocosssasssescossossessssscssseass RONMNIE and Paul
How Dare They Try (Reprise: Walking in Space)eeesesescesoscossossessssosse LII0E
Good Morning Starshine c.esescsscossssessscoscoscessscossossesscess SNe€ila and Tribe®
The Bed seccosecccscasssscsssessoscaoooscossscoscsscoansossocosssnsssssconsossnssssasossse L LIDE
Reprise: Ain't GOt N0 ccccosscosessssssssssossssssssssssssscossasssosss Ciallde and Tribe
The Flesh Failures (Let the Sun Shine In) coeecsossososecscssscossssaossassessoses 1 FIDE
Eyes Look Your Last (Reprise: Manchester, England; Flesh Failures),,,,.Claude,

Sheila, Dionne and Tribe

*Staged by Nyalls Hartman
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